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Reaction to Sara Kalm’s Research Paper

The main issue addressed by the reading is the management of migration. The conditions for migration differ from one group of people to another. This is majorly because of two reasons that characterized the post-cold war period. In the governance of migration, there lacks international cooperation, unlike migration which is characterized by the lack of multilateral cooperation. Moreover, in the migration policy there is a reassertion of sovereign territoriality. Unlike in the past where people were not concerned about cross-border migration, it has now become a major area of concern whereby both regional and global organizations have concern.  Initially, people used to view migration as a threat, problem and something negative (Kalm, 49). This has however changed and people are becoming optimistic about it as it facilitates growth in both the original and destination countries. This change of opinions has been characterized by the inculcation of labor migration of individuals besides goods and capital; making migration more acceptable despite of the social class of an individual. However, the ability of an individual to migrate is determined by a number of factors. These include the citizenship of an individual and the social class. In the western liberal democracies, citizenship is inherited like the feudal privilege and it determines an individual’s ability to move. On the other side, people with a higher social status in the community like the academics and journalists have a higher probability to move from their locations to other areas.  The poor have a low probability to migrate and thus, they often stay within their borders and in case they migrate, they use irregular movement.  
The author’s main arguments are the change of people’s perception about migration from a pessimistic to an optimistic opinion has contributed to development of migration policies. In the past, people used to view migration as a threat and problem. However, this day’s people view it as an opportunity to develop both the original and destination country. The term management of migration has been greatly used which has brought about a further increase in optimism as it increases the number of regular channels that are opened up for the movement of people. From this perspective, migration is viewed as managed rather than controlled further increasing the positivity of the whole idea. Secondly, the author argues that the abolition of the perception that migration was for the poor has further increased globalization and mobility (Kalm, 50). In the first global century, when the trans-Atlantic trade was a boom, those who migrated were majorly the poor who were searching for a livelihood. The elite and rich stuck in their countries. In the current society, migration is viewed as a practice of liberty which encompasses not only goods and capital but also people. This change of opinion has been attributed to the fact that in the past, migration was viewed as a sign of development failure but it now is viewed as a resource for development. With the liberalization of investment and trade flows, there is increased labor migration which in turn promotes growth. Lastly, on arguing about the discourse for migration, the author states that lack of a consensus on the subject of migration has brought about poor cooperation on migration among states. 
The kind of data used to develop the study is both qualitative and quantitative. Quantitative data is numerical in nature and it can be measured. When talking about migration, the author uses various numerical data. For example, when talking about migration in the first global century (1820-1913), the author states that approximately 50 million people migrated from Europe to the new world. This is quantitative as the number of people who moved can be measured. Besides, when the author talks about the number of individuals who represented various nations in The Hague process, he states that there were 500 representatives and 21 principles in the migration policy were formulated. Thus, these are examples of quantitative data in the article. Qualitative data, on the other hand, cannot be measured but categories can be assigned to it. For example, when talking about social classes as a determinant for migration, people can be categorized as either the elite or poor. Moreover, immigrants and emigrants are categorized by the level of skills they possess. They are categorized as highly skilled, semi-skilled or non-skilled. When talking about the labor force, the author also characterizes it as flexible or rigid. All these are evidences that both qualitative and quantitative data has been used in completion of the study. 
I view the researcher’s arguments as valid. The researcher has attached evidence to most of her arguments making them valid and sensible. In explaining the basis for her arguments, the author has also attached findings from other researchers work. For example, when explaining about global governance of migration, she supports her arguments by work from Martin Geiger and Antoine. When explaining globalization and mobility, she supports his work by attaching Anja’s argument on social position in the world. When I look at the researcher’s conclusion, I view it as valid and complete. The researcher has given an orderly summary of the findings of his research study. She has been brief and accurate with only the key points highlighted. Thus, both his conclusion and arguments are exemplary work in the research field.  
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